STAT

' THN\:ASH@/@{ON POST
E8

Approved For Release 2004/11/29 : CIA-RDP64B00346R000100290017-6

Suridar, Dec. 9, 1963

i

Tongh Mard Core
___-__'_,_—-—-—""'--

Reds Active |
In Cent ‘al
America

By Al Butt
Tre Miamt "ol ]
GU ATEM ALA (‘ &I‘ﬂ\
Communisin gpeaks dnuf z
some 10,000 hard-core 10
}sgwers in Papama and Cen-
tral America. e
And this of ~ .- i
ganized 7_.)\\‘ .
stren gth, \/ll.ﬁ‘ld‘;
feeds on thef\ “. '
sy 60 “l atina
etwe ; e
000 and 73 000 | !f

fringe he Lo .-F— "
levers. N
Fosta Rica, Nré

panoma. Co Fl Saivado!

dquras,
ragna, Hon Saivady
la  have
P Gu'ate“saa noter inside
4 hey Kuow
houses, ant 1nex ,
ti?m’[[“]'le Comminist s\\enul!f
runs o students and mh,(‘“é
ers, and thrives on domeﬁsﬁ\vr
s‘\u‘xatinns that_ create L‘“;e({;.
spread dissatisfaction. I
'Y\)mmem, lack of freedomx
p()\:(\rnmet\t mrrumum, al][&
'tzhe miseries of the poor &t
illiterate are thelr favorite
holson. , .
! In general, Fidel 1_(/asho
i .gsiah's license
has lost his m¢ ssia e
the Cuban revolution lTherv‘
is 8 feeling that Ru&.:lam::::?
: jos
Cuba ™AY have or'
prestige in the current (‘!;115.1:
than the United Statesild\ 1n-
the Cuban Bay Mm]ﬁ;gs Bxl‘(
yasion flasco in 1861, :
0phmism is tempered by {\l:t
knowledge {hat each count™

has its own erop of Com::‘\;
nists ecager 10 make a ne

Cuba.

In capsule. the countries

jine up like this

Panama — Fstimpated hard

core Comnuitis! crength

1000. Syinpathis s 10.000 ‘Kn
21,000, Srong wiiwenes at't \;
unjversity, anone lahar. ;5:1\.1
ed by unemp\ot.'mcnt, con(,m
tration of wealth #nd vm;er
United Giates-Fanama i
tion over the panang Cana

Costa Rica--Estimated
hard-core strength: 300. Syin-
pathizers: 10,0000 Makiny
strong pitch fo banana work-
ers and trying to orgataze
peasani leagues among the
campesinos. Problem regard-
ed as less serious here, pro-
portionately, hut an ‘“elite”
Communist group is making
strong effort. Government
has support of peopie.

Nicaragua- -[Estimated Juard-
core strength: 16009 Sumpa-
thizers: 10000 to 20000 and
growin.. Stropg among sty
dents and laborers. May 1
parade drew 5000 protesting
against the United States for
Cuba. Take advantage of
widespread unrest resulting
from 26 vears of rule by one
tamily. the Somozas. Work-
ing e recruit lurge group
it 1825 age bracket who
have wever voted and have
no political affitiation.

Honduras - Estimated hard-
core strengtih: 2000 to 5000,
~vmpathizers: ahout 10 times
tiiat number. Effectiveness
1ises and falls directly with
Cuba's fortunes. Down now
Hondurus has reputation of
being  most  heavily . infil-
trated of the six countries.
The government says this is
exaggerated. Take advantage
of economic praoblems, par-
ticularly unemployment, of:
under-deveiped country.
Government pushing  social’
reforms.

El Salvador -Fstimated
hard-core strenygth: 1000
Sympathizers. at least 5000
Principal threat in urban
areas with Communist-front
organizations among Jabor,
teacher, student groups
Sirong government  cracks
down  hard.  Anttsubversion
faw passed this fall gives
Lroad police powers, provides
up to seven years in jail
{n  September,  government
headed off trouble by prab
Iine  acitating leaders, hus-
ing  them to airport and
sending them out of countey
Take advantagze ol over-pop-
uiation  proeblem in smabl
conniry, Government cribes
complain police work goes bhe-
vond effictency.

Guatemals ~ Fstimated
hard-core sires2tn 1500 to
Su00. S cmopathizers 5000,
Take advantare of dizcantent
with preson i government
strength morural wrens Pop
ular support o rarat areas
for return of former Prest
dent Juan Arevalo, penerally
Btamed with lesding countiy

Justice Minister Mars inta conmanes:n betare. Pre
Robles: “Panama {s the MO vicus Comunuuist copehience
important ohjective of 17 makes bterate van nut il
Conmaniaty bocanse of 1Y Niteraey hurh
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